GEORGE GRIFFITHS
master's bureau, which he did while the family were asleep,
and stole a considerable sum of money. At this time the old
gentleman and his daughter went to Tunbridge; and during
their residence at that place of amusement Griffiths pro-
cured a key that would unlock his master's bureau, from
whence again he took money to a considerable amount. On
the master's return he missed this sum, but still he did not
suspect Griffiths, as the drawer was found locked; but here-
upon he deposited his jewels in the bureau, and locked up
his money in another place.
The amour betwixt Griffiths and the young lady still
continued, and they would soon have been married at the
Fleet, but that a fatal circumstance now arose, which (happily
for her) brought their connection to a period.
Griffiths being (as already observed) possessed of a key
that would open his master's bureau, and disposed to go
out and spend a cheerful evening with his old associates,
now, during their absence, opened the drawer, but was
greatly disappointed in not meeting with the money that was
usually left there: finding, however, jewels in its stead, he
stole a diamond ring, which he carried to a jeweller and sold
for twelve pounds, and then went to spend his evening as
he had intended. The old lawyer came home about ten
o'clock at night, and casually looking into his drawer found
the ring was gone; and, being enraged at this renewed
robbery, he had every person in the house carefully searched,
but no discovery was made.
However, a discovery of the party who had been guilty
of the robbery was made in the- following singular manner.
The jeweller who had bought the ring frequented the same
coffee-house with the gentleman who had lost it, and was
intimately acquainted with* him, though he knew nothing
of Griffiths. Now the jeweller, having carefully examined
the ring after he had bought it, concluded that it had been
obtained in an illegal manner, and, being a man who was
much above the idea of having his integrity suspected, he
related the particulars of his purchase at the coffee-house,
which the person who had lost the ring hearing, desired to